
 

First and foremost, Van Helsing is a 2008 American drama horror film. It was directed by Stephen Sommers and written by
Alan B. McElroy, Stuart Beattie and Guillermo del Toro, moving the traditional vampiric story to a more modern setting. The
film is about an immortal vampire hunter named Abraham van Helsing (Hugh Jackman), who has spent centuries tracking down
vampires; after at least one of his family members dies in battle against them, he finds himself targeted for extermination by the
creatures he has hunted for so long. But when he learns that he has a daughter, Anna Valerious (Kate Beckinsale), his efforts to
protect her become increasingly desperate. Van Helsing is followed by a direct-to-video 2008 release sequel, titled "". The film
is based on the character of Dracula and is an homage to Hammer Films' vampire-themed movies of the 1970s. A reboot was
announced in 2011, but cancelled due to the studio's desire to focus on other projects. Van Helsing reappeared in the franchise
reboot "", played by actor Jared Harris. In a snowy mountainside forest overlooking a medieval Eastern European town, Anna
Valerious hunts a pack of werewolves with a bow and arrow. She fires an arrow into the heart of her last target, but he grabs her
wrist and pulls her into the nearby woods. When she is able to break free, Anna encounters one of her father's colleagues, Dr.
Abraham Van Helsing (Hugh Jackman), on his way home to London after a long day of tracking down renegade vampires on
behalf of Transylvania's Prince Vlad Dracula (Luke Evans). Claiming that they are on the hunt for "natural" werewolves, Van
Helsing warns Dr. Valerious not to get too close to him. Later that night in London, Anna awakes in a strange bedroom where
she finds two strangers waiting for her. Van Helsing explains that Dr. Valerious is actually his daughter, and he has returned to
the city after her mother died three years earlier, asking for her help in protecting her. He later invites Anna to visit him in
Transylvania the following day, where they will catch the next train out of London. As Dr. Valerious prepares for bed, she
overhears Van Helsing talking outside about his plans for destroying Dracula once and for all. Before they part ways for the
night, Anna gives him a necklace that she made with her own hands at age five; though he does not recognize it as having any
personal significance, he takes it anyway out of courtesy. The next morning, Anna arrives at a rail station and boards a train
without noticing her father standing nearby. On board the train, Anna meets the vampire-hunting vampire hunter Dr. Forbes
("nemesis of Van Helsing"), who is also headed for Transylvania on Dracula's order to capture Roman (Mehmed Muhamed
Vukotić), "the Blood Countess" (Nathalie Cox). She takes his seat on the train that eventually stops in Kiev, Ukraine. At that
point, Anna becomes suspicious of Forbes' motives after he characterizes her father as overzealous in his work. She later
witnesses him reveal to Roman that Van Helsing is on his way to destroy him.
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